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was determined that that was the hour of the Powers of Darkness.1
Such knowledge we do not possess. We have our natural faculties; we have the revelation of God's will in the Bible; and we have the promise of the Holy Ghost for guidance. We have, further, the sword committed to us for a present distress, which in the recent light of Armenia, of Cuba, and of China, it is not too much to affirm has not yet passed away. These are our leading data; upon which, as to action, conscience must reach its decision, and issue its mandates.
If I am asked what are we to think when two consciences, both presumably equally honest and Christian, reach opposed conclusions as to right and wrong, I am not concerned, in reply, to give definitions. It is sufficient in such cases simply to recognize the fact, upon which turns all St. Paul's argument in Romans xiv.: " To him who accounteth anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean." Such a one, individual or nation, must obey his conscience. To this dilemma ,of con-science as to War, Peace presents a close analogy of its own. In the Providence of God, or through the weakness of man, the most successful govern-
1 S. Luke, xxii, 53.